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● There are increasing infection rates in Lake County, which has pushed the county into a 

“warning” status. Lake County Health Department (LCHD) stated on July 24, there will 
undoubtedly be cases and significant portions of our staff and students impacted. 

○ http://dph.illinois.gov/countymetrics 
○ http://dph.illinois.gov/regionmetrics?regionID=1 

● Quarantine guidelines are going to cause significant disruption daily.  We have yet to 
receive an official “decision tree” guidance from Lake County Health Department in 
regards to who/when to quarantine.  Since information from the CDC continues to be 
modified, LCHD has stated they have had to adjust their guidance documents for us. 
We were told on Friday to anticipate this information sometime this week. 

○ As quarantine becomes an issue, we will quickly be short in the number of adults 
available to fill needed roles on campus.  Even in a classroom with desks 6’ apart 
in a high school setting where students rotate classrooms, one COVID case 
would lead to multiple students and up to 7 staff members being required to 
quarantine.  

● Guidance on 6’ of social distancing has changed significantly. It was clarified on Friday, 
July 24, by the Lake County Health Department that if we can’t maintain 6’ of social 
distancing at all times then alternate plans need to be developed.  Prior guidance said to 
maintain social distancing of 6’ “as much as possible” and our plan was developed under 
that premise.  Given this new clarification, we are unable to guarantee this will happen at 
all times with arrival, movement from class to class, and dismissal.  

● ISBE/CDC are now recommending all students be placed in strict cohorts to minimize 
contact tracing. At the high school level, this would fundamentally change the way we do 
things and we would not be able to offer the levels of courses or electives that we have 
in a cohort environment.  

● The Lake County Health Department has now shared that any student or staff member 
who has one of the symptoms for COVID-19 will be required to either quarantine, 
provide a negative COVID test, or a physician’s note to return. This will be a significant 
challenge as the list of symptoms includes symptoms of other common illnesses.  This 
requirement alone may cause significant disruption for staff and student attendance. 

● The daily screening of all students continues to be a challenge that we are trying to 
address.  A daily self-health check will be required for all families and this will be 
accomplished utilizing rSchool.  However, students may not enter the building or a bus if 
they have not completed the self-health check.  Identifying those students and requiring 
they complete a self-health check and have their temperature taken before entering the 
building or bus to assure that every student has been screened before they interact with 
others is not an easy situation to resolve.  

● The Lake County Health Department is recommending a 14 day quarantine for areas 
with widespread community transmission.  Wisconsin was placed on the list of areas to 
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self-quarantine.  We have several staff who live in Wisconsin, and this recommended 
quarantine may likely impact their ability to come to school.  

● More restrictive bus guidelines are forthcoming. These will continue to negatively impact 
our ability to transport students to school in an efficient, cost-effective manner.  

 
 
 
 


